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ten pounds every Christmas, and the same sum at
Midsummer, in lieu of his two benefits, which sums
they regularly paid him from that time till the break-
ing out of the civil wars.

From the receipts on these benefits I am led to be-
lieve that the prices were lower at the Globe theatre,
and that therefore, though it was much larger thai*
the winter theatre at Blackfiiars, it did not produce a
greater sum of money on any representation.    If wre
suppose twenty pounds, clear of the nightly charges
already mentioned, to have been a very considerable
receipt at either of these houses, and that this sum
was in our poet's time divided into forty shares, of
which fifteen were appropriated to the housekeepers or
proprietors, three to the purchase of copies of new plays,
stage-habits, &c. and twenty-two to the actors, then
the performer who had two shares on the representa-
tion of each play, received, wrhen the theatre was thus
successful, twenty shillings.    But supposing the ave-
rage nightly receipt (after deducting the nightly ex-
pences) to be about nine pounds, which wre have seen
to be the case, then his nightly dividend would be but
nine shillings, and his weekly profit, if they played
five times a week, two pounds five shillings.    The

The use of Arabick figures has often occasioned very gross
errors to pass current in the world. I suppose the utmost receipt
from the performance of Middleton's play for nine days, (if it
was performed so often,) could not amount to more than one hun-
dred and fifty pounds. To the sum of 150/. which perhaps this old
actdr had seen as the profit made by this play, his fancy or his
negligence added a cipher, and thus made fifteen hundred pounds.

The play of Holland's Leaguer was acted six days successively
at Salisbury Court, in December, 1631, and yet Sir Henry Her-
bert received on account of the six representations but one pound
nineteen shillings, in virtue of the ninth share which he possessed
as one of the proprietors of that house. Supposing there were
twenty-one shares divided among the actors, the piece, though
performed with such extraordinary success, did not produce more
than six pounds ten shillings each night, exclusive of the occasional
nightly charges already mentioned.